
 

~ 1928 September 2 1928 Shoreview Improvement 

Association holds its First Annual Gathering at the 

lake front with Pop and ice-cream and Mr Knopp's 

famous special ham sandwich will be served. A casting 

tournament and horseshoe tournament will be included 

in the program. SIA19271959-23  
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~ 1929 June 16 1929 First Meeting of the Shoreview 

Improvement Association, the members decided to use 

the lumber purchased for the picnic to construct a 

pier in the center slip (Likely lots 12-13-14). 

SIA19271959-28, 70 

 



~ 1929 June 22 1929 Robert C Abt of Antioch 

Illinois, developer of Shoreview offered in the 

contracts with lot owners to build a beach suitable for 

bathing by June 30 1926 but all that has been done 

to date was to cut three channels in from the lake 

and dumped a number of loads of gravel in the middle 

channel. SIA19271959-30 
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~ 1929 July 14 1929 Meeting held on the grounds of 

the Shoreview Improvement Association where the 

following officers were elected: Gus Corduan, W H 

Greene, Charles F Tomas, Charles F Kerbs, George H 

Knopp; Developers will deed (but haven't yet) one foot 



of land on the East side of the Subdivision and the 

lakefront to the association. SIA19271959-36, 75 

 

~ 1929 July 24 1929 Powell and Kennedy of Kenosha 

Wisconsin write to Mr Abt of Antioch that Mr A H 

Kraus, owner of Valmar, is considering the advisability 

and possibility of digging a channel from Camp Lake to 

Channel Lake and will have a meeting on the subject 

August 3 1929 in the 412 U S National Bank Building 

in Kenosha. SIA19271959-38 

 

~ 1929 July 30 1929 Memo was sent to the 

Shoreview Membership regarding a meeting held with 

the developer where it was suggested that the lot 

owners obtain a price on dredging out the section 

between the first two channels in the middle of the 

subdivision back 50 feet from the present shoreline 

from a depth of 6 feet to nothing at the proposed 

new 300 foot beach shoreline; Estimate to be about 

$1,000 and included 200 loads of gravel and sand to 

make the beach. SIA19271959-40 

 

~ 1929 August 1929 Shoreview owners vote to have a 

telephone installed on the Shoreview property all year 

round to have a telephone handy in case of emergency 

calls; an regarding the Mr Kraus channel, the 

Developer has agreed to the building of the channel 

from Camp Lake to Channel Lake and that almost all 

the property owners along the channel have already 



signed the petition, the channel being a great benefit 

to Camp Lake. SIA19271959-45,46 

 

~ 1929 August 14 1929 James Stearns Dredging of 

Antioch Illinois agrees to cut 50 feet wide on a slope 

from 5 feet to nothing, 300 foot long, scatter the 

dirt 90 feet from the edge of water after 50 foot is 

dug out for the sum of $550 - 300 foot or whatever 

there is between the two channels spoken of. 

SIA19271959-51 
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~ 1929 September 16 1929 The developers give 

approval to the association to dredge the lakefront at 

Shoreview for purposes of a beach. SIA19271959-50 

 

~ 1929 October 19 1929 James Stearns writes to G 

Corduan of Chicago that "some of the bunch are 

kicking about the work, well I spent 3 days time extra 

spreading dirt 140 feet where I only had to spread it 

90 feet as I wanted to do you a good job and not 

leave a pocket in the rear and I dug the water from 6 

feet to nothing just as I said I would and I cannot 

see what they are kicking about. Of course it is hard 

to satisfy a lot of people that are all in on doing a job 

but I more than done what your letter said to do. I 

am starting to dig the north side out tomorrow for Mr 

Abt so that well be done at once. Yours very truly, 

James Stearns". SIA19271959-55 

 

~ 1929 October 21 1929 Mr A H Kraus applies to 

construct a dam at the outlet of Camp Lake. CCLRD1-

151 

 

~ 1930 Center Lake resorts were not limited to the 

ORVIS Resort or Salvation Army's Wonderland Camp 

- Ideal Resort - Sarnowski's 
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~ 1930 February 11 1930 Public Service Commission 

grants permit for the purposes of controlling the 

natural level of the lake to a minimum elevation of 

740.60 feet. CCLRD1-151 

 

~ 1930 February 11 1930 State of Wisconsin Railroad 

Commission of Wisconsin (Wm M Dineen) granted A H 

Kraus the authority to construct and maintain a dam 

across the outlet of Camp Lake in order to maintain 

the normal level of the lake and to prevent the level 

from being lowered due to the construction of the 

proposed channel to Channel Lake; that level being at 

a fixed minimum in Camp Lake of elevation of 740.60 



feet Sea Level Datum. The level datum used is 

referred to as applicant's bench mark located near 

the outlet of Camp Lake, consisting of a spike driven 

in the west side of the electric light pole #2247 of 

the Wisconsin Gas and Electric Company on the South 

side of the road and about forty feet east of the 

ditch at the outlet of Camp Lake, elevation being 

742.80 feet. SIA1927-1959-60 

 

~ 1930 June 26 1930 State of Wisconsin Railroad 

Commission states that they are in receipt of a letter 

inquiring about the status of the normal level of Camp 

Lake and the proposal of a channel between Camp 

Lake and Channel Lake. SIA1927-1959, pg 60) 
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~ 1930 June 26 1930 from Railroad Commission of 

Wisconsin in Madison a letter to Shoreview regarding 

the normal level of Camp Lake and the proposal of a 

channel between Camp Lake and Channel Lake; File 

47849GPS; The commission granted on February 11 

1930 A H Kraus authority to construct and maintain a 

dam across the outlet of Camp Lake in order to 

maintain the normal level of the lake and to prevent 

the level from being lowered due to the construction 

of the proposed channel to Channel Lake. This decision 

fixed the minimum level of Camp Lake at elevation 

740.60 ft as established by the applicant. The level 

of the lake at the date of the hearing was somewhat 

lower than the min elevation established by the 

Commission. The level datum used is referred to 

Applicant's benchmark located near the outlet of 

Camp Lake consisting of a spike driven in the west 

side of the electric light pole #2247 of the Wisconsin 

Gas and Electric Company on the south side of the 

outlet of Camp Lake elevation 742.80 feet. Any 

operations of the grantee of the permit cannot legally 

lower the level of Camp Lake below the legal 

established level referred to above. Yours very truly, 

Railroad Commission of Wisconsin Wm M Dinneen 

Secretary. SIA19271959-60 

 



~ 1930 June 27 1930 SIA, G F Corduan writes to the 

Secretary of State Madison Wisconsin to make a 

complaint "regarding the low water level of Camp Lake 

and that in the last few weeks, the water level has 

been lowered approximately 22 inches and land is 

beginning to show in the lake". SIA19271959-61 
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~ 1930 June 30 1930 Railroad Commission Department 

of State refers the June 27th letter to the Attorney 

General, Theodore Dammang, Secretary of State. 

SIA19271959-62 

 



~ 1930 July 8 1930 Railroad Commission writes that 

they have no engineering force to evaluate the 

lowering of the Camp Lake water level and that the 

Commission has jurisdictions over dams and may 

present an unlawful interference with water levels, 

but it must depend for its facts upon persons 

interested in the particular water. Adolph Karnisberg 

(sp) Commissioner. SIA19271959-63 
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~ 1930 July 14 1930 SIA writes to Wm Dinneen of 

the Railroad Commission of Wisconsin in Madison and 

states that they have done a survey of Camp Lake 

and that the level is 19.2 inches below the minimum 

level established by 'your' commission; reminds him 

that his commission granted to A H Kraus authority to 

construct and maintain a dam across the outlet of 

Camp Lake. The dam has not been constructed and it 

is the opinion of SIA that the work that Kraus has 

done has opened the outlet and caused the dam that 

was placed under Federal Injunction to break down. 

The water is still continuing to flow out. Channel Lake 

Illinois is several feet above their normal level. This 

condition is causing stagnant water and will eventually 

stop breeding places for fish. It is now impossible for 

boats to take out and complaint in general as you will 

note from the signers of the Petition (2/3 of the lake 

MEN who have lived in this immediate vicinity for 25 

years). SIA19271959-67 

 

~ 1930 July 27 1930 SIA meeting, A report that 

officers from the State were at Camp Lake 

investigating the low water level. Mr H J Baur 

suggests to appoint a committee to collect funds and 

engage an attorney to proceed in a legal way in 

regards to a DAM to stop the flow of water from 



Camp Lake. Mr Baur was appointed Chairman of 

suggested Committee. SIA19271959-70 
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~ 1930 August 25 1930 Mr Charles F Kerbs of 

Shoreview and Camp Lake Water Level Association 

petitions the Commission to establish minimum and 

maximum water levels for Camp Lake. CCLRD1-151 

 



~ 1930 August 25 1930 Hearing before the Railroad 

Commission of Wisconsin, regarding the petition signed 

by Charles F Kerbs and 40 others requesting the 

Commission to investigate the present levels being 

maintained at Camp Lake, that the Commission is of 

the opinion that facts exist sufficient to warrant a 

formal investigation and hearing to be held in Village 

Hall in the Village of Salem, published in Kenosha 

News, Telegraph Courier, sent directly to at least 

Frank J Larwin Trevor, Charles Oetting Trevor, Frank 

Yaw, Camp Lake, H J Bauer Trevor, A K Mark 

Trevor, Harry R Adams Camp Lake, Lawndale Outing 

and Benevolent Assoc Oak Ridge Subdivision Camp 

Lake, C E Whitmore Camp Lake, Arthur J Hartnell 

Chairman Town of Salem. SIA19271959-75 
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