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~ 1783 The British relinquish the territory embracing 
Wisconsin but refuse to evacuate the Northwestern 
Military posts until 1796 and so Wisconsin remained a 
dependant of Mackinac. MCCLAC-36 
 
~ 1796 The Country "Northwest of the River Ohio" of 
which Wisconsin was a part, was by the Congressional 
Ordinance of 1878 erected into the Northwest 
Territory, previously being claimed by Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and Virginia. MCCLAC-36 
 
~ 1800 May 7 1800 The Northwest Territory was 
divided into TWO territories by a north and south 
line. All east of the line became Ohio, all west of it, 
the Indiana Territory. MCCLAC-36 
 



~ 1809 February 3, 1809 The Indiana Territory was 
reduced to the limits of the STATE of INDIANA and 
the areas West and north was called the Illinois 
Territory which included some of Wisconsin. MCCLAC-
36 
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~ 1818 April 18, 1818 The State of Illinois was 
created out of the Illinois Territory and all north of 
that state and west of Lake Michigan to the 
Mississippi River was added to the Michigan Territory 
and included some of Wisconsin. MCCLAC-37 
 
~ 1830's General John Bullen believed that the Silver 
Lake area was to be the future great city and so he 
built Bullen's Bridge across the Fox River. MCCLAC-
41 
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~ 1833 January 1833 Lucius Lyons, Surveyor surveys 
the exterior lines of the township and defines our 
Southern Township line in relationship to our 
neighboring Illinois and to our neighboring townships. 
BCPL-field notes  
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PlatMapofTownship1NorthRange20EastPublicLandSurvey1836fromtheCollectionotheWisconsinBoardofCommission
ersofPublicLandsMadisonWisconsinusedwithpermission 
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